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[57] ABSTRACT

A portable electronic device is provided which includes a
housing having a front face, a base, and a back wall joined
in a polyhedron configuration. The front face includes an
input area having keys for data entry and a display area
having a screen to illustrate information to the user. The
front face, back wall, and base are joined in the polyhedron
configuration, such that the front face is presented to the user
at an angle to horizontal when the base is mounted upon a
horizontal or vertical surface. The front face, back wall, and
base are joined at rounded edges to afford a smooth contour
which is easily and comfortably grasped within the hand of
the user. The portable electronic device further includes a
sensor to determine whether the housing is aligned upon a
horizontal or vertical axis. This sensor delivers its output to
a display control which realigns information displayed upon
the view screen to shift the displayed information between
vertical and horizontal configurations. The input keys within
the input area include indicia identifying the function of
each key, wherein the indicia are aligned at an angle with
respect to the longitudinal axis of the housing. Such angular
alignment of the indicia enable the indicia to be easily
viewed when the housing is held within the hand of a user
at a vertical alignment or mounted upon a console in a
horizontal alignment.
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